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	UNDERSTANDING LEARNING


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE QUEST
“These leaders are by no means ordinary people.  They work out there on the frontier where tomorrow is taking shape, and they serve here as guides — guides to things as they are and as they will be.  As diverse as they are in terms of background, age, occupations, and accomplishments, they are in accord on two basic points.

“First, they all agree that leaders are made, not born, and made more by themselves than by any external means.  Second, they agree that no leader sets out to be a leader per se, but rather to express himself freely and fully.”







—Warren Bennis
The Quest for learning begins within each of us and it takes only a moment.  But it’s a special moment.  A moment of openness, of inquiry, of spontaneity, of creativity.  A moment where you can say to yourself “I don’t know and that’s all right —I’ll figure it out.”  A moment of LEARNING!!

Work Teams That Work is designed to create those moments for each participant.  It is designed to help us see ourselves and our interactions differently.  To understand how we gain a vision of something new, how we build new habits and processes to be competent with new skills, how we come to master a new paradigm.  But each person must take the journey themselves.  Only then, and after the struggle, may we reap the rewards.

THE MAP — UNDERSTANDING HOW WE LEARN 
Learning is a continuous process.  When we are young the new excites us.  The challenge of doing something we see others do is a part of our natural existence.  

Tying shoes is a simple example of this process.  A young child may have watched his mother tie his shoes for him dozens of times during his first few years.  Then suddenly, an awareness creeps

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1into his mind — the awareness that he can tie the shoes himself.  And so, grabbing the laces and winding them together, he tries to simply combine the laces together to look like what his mother did.  But to no avail, they won’t stay together.

With some instruction, the child begins to go through steps with the mother’s help.  Suddenly, the shoe is tied.  With some more coaching, it is tied again, not too well but successfully.  And again, and again, and at once, it seems, the child is capable and no longer needs coaching to tie the shoe properly.  This pattern continues until the child can literally tie the shoe unconsciously, without thinking.  And even begins to change, modify, improve the way he goes about it.  Maybe a double bow, or a special knot, maybe he just changes the lacing pattern.  The Child is becoming the master of the shoelace.  Later, he will have to rethink how he ties the shoe in order to teach the next generation.
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This diagram may be helpful in understanding this learning process.  

Each of us is currently in Quadrant 1 in one or more areas of our life.  We are Unaware of a new technology, a new philosophy, a new tool or method for accomplishing a task.  We are comfortable with that state and may even tend to feel that “the King is in his castle and all’s right with the world.”  This is a safe place, a secure place, but it is blind to the “new,” the exciting, even the devastating which may be around the next corner.  When a new idea, or talent, or methodology is realized, we find ourselves in Quadrant 2.

Quadrant 2 is an uneasy place.  We are now aware of something new, but we are entrenched in habits which were comfortable in Quadrant 1.  We have seen something different, exciting, scary, important, or maybe essential to the survival of our company, and we don’t have the new habits, skills, abilities or knowledge to take advantage of it.  This is the result of many “Benchmarking” activities.  We have found a way to see something new, a different way to do something, a desirable set of benefits which might be derived from utilizing this method.  But the path for us to integrate this into our lives or our company has not yet been constructed.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This uncomfortableness leads us to Quadrant 3.  Here we must make the knowledge and awareness practice.  Here we identify specific goals to seek, habits to break, habits to learn, and new patterns of living and working to incorporate.  Here we face discouragement.  We try, but fail.  We may even decide to take haven back in Quadrant 1 since it is too painful to change.  Here is where we concentrate and build the new skills necessary to be “competent and capable” in the new methods or habits.

Our continued efforts begin to pay off as we begin to be, act, and perform more according to the new methodology than to the past.  We begin to do it without thinking.  We tie the shoes without a thought for the steps in the process.  We are quickly becoming masters of the “new” way.  We are at Quadrant 4 and doing well.  Quadrant 4 feels good again...  and here is the next danger.

PERSONAL LEARNING — TAKING THE JOURNEY YOURSELF
Being a learner is “child’s play” for the young.  They have less fears of the unknown, less responsibility, less at stake if they make a mistake.  As we grow older we cling to the “tried and true” methods of our past.  Being a learner for adults requires giving up some security and moving outside the “box,” outside the comfortable, outside the familiar, outside of Quadrant 1.

There seems to be a high wall between Quadrant 1 and Quadrant 2.  As high, it seems, as we have been willing to build it.  It’s made of brick, much like the house of the third little pig, and ready to protect us from the outside.

Learners don’t have to tear down the wall, but they have to be willing to climb up on it, to look beyond and to “see” what lies on the other side.  Learners move themselves from Quadrant 1 to Quadrant 2 by exploring, and opening their minds to something new.  They do not betray their box, but do not need to defend it either.  They recognize that their Quadrant 1 point of view may not be entirely accurate, current, or, at least, is not the only point of view and they are willing to see the new view.  Once they’ve seen it, they are no longer completely comfortable in their box.  One songwriter recognized this during the big war when he wrote: “How ya gonna keep ‘em down on the farm...After they’ve seen Paris?”
Learners, in moving from Quadrant 1 to Quadrant 2 now have a quandary.  Is it better to keep what I was doing, or to incorporate some or all of this new information into my life and activities.  Learners make a choice, and when the choice is that the new information is worth pursuing, they take on the challenge to move from Quadrant 2 to Quadrant 3.  This move involves the gaining of skills and abilities/competencies/knowledge (rather than just awareness).

They get specific.  What does this new paradigm look like?  Why is this new approach better?  Why should I quit doing it this way?  What results can and do I expect?  And after the questions, they take a stand, set their hand to the plow, and try to make it work.  There is no brick wall between Quadrant 2 and Quadrant 3.  But there are hazards.  The ground is unstable and may tip as you step across.  It may rise up suddenly and roll you back to the protection of Quadrant 1.  A wave of  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1discouragement may strike without warning from the side and you retreat.  Gusts of wind may make it hard to see your way clearly.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1If you persist, concentrate, practice, fail, err, and try again... you build the skills.  If you recognize that you are not “perfect” yet, you may avoid the hazard of hypocrisy.  If you associate yourself with others who are making the same journey, you will find support and strength in numbers.  “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.”  This is where the challenge is. The victory and rewards go to the persistent and new skills to the disciplined.  Integrity is renewed  through aligning how you act with how you have decided to be.
Learners master their new habits.  They move consciously, from Quadrant 3 to Quadrant 4 through this alignment of skills and abilities to desires and beliefs.  There is no wall here, no hazardous terrain, but the slope is upward.  The learner can always roll backward and have to repeat the struggle, the uncertainty, the pain.  Not the struggle of learning the skills, but the struggle of leaving the old patterns.  

The learner meets this challenge by looking quickly toward the next awareness.  Quadrant 4 becomes Quadrant 1 without a struggle, without a wall, without even an upward grade.  It becomes Quadrant 1 when we have built our new box, and “rest” within it.  The new becomes our present, it becomes comfortable.  As William Wordsworth put it:

“The glory and the dream fade, the prison-house closes in after childhood,

and custom lies on us ‘heavy as frost’.”

We have grown; we have struggled; the world should recognize our effort, and how easy it is for us to feel we’ve made it.  Eugene O’Neill struck hard at this cord with the following challenge:

“Those who succeed and do not push on to greater failure are the spiritual middle classers.  Their stopping at success is the proof of their compromising insignificance.  How petty their dreams must have been!  Only through the unattainable does man achieve a hope worth living and dying for and so attain himself.”

	LEADERS AND LEARNING
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1    

L

eaders are always moving from Quadrant 1 to Quadrant 2.  They are challenging themselves to look at things in new and different ways.  They want to see both the new inventions and the new de-ventions (the things that have always been done, but we have found ways to do more with less).  They don’t have to create the new paradigm, but they are always searching to understand how it applies to themselves, their company, family, and community.

Once they are aware of the new paradigm, they plan ways to incorporate it into their activities.  More than that they push themselves to move into Quadrant 3 and “DO IT.”  

Leaders move from Quadrant 3 to Quadrant 4 and become Masters over and over again.  By taking their awareness, moving it to action, and then practicing it they integrate it in their style and being.  They strengthen their understanding and grasp of it by learning to see the new paradigm and their fit within the paradigm through the eyes of their followers.  They get feedback and continue to fine tune.  The way of mastery is continual self-improvement, building deeper integrity between actions and beliefs, between what they say and what they do.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Inexperienced or ineffective leaders may try to “sell” everyone on the new paradigm before trying  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1to live it themselves.  They are still acting in the old paradigm and can only be seen as hypocritical in the eyes of their followers.  They function like “Sheepherders” who push their followers into the unknown.  They hide their struggle from others, wanting to seem adept, capable — even perfect — in the new paradigm.  

Better leaders know that they must begin to try and demonstrate the new before they attempt to convince others.  They function like a “Shepherd” who leads the way and experiences the unknown with the followers.  They trust their own instincts before they ask others to trust them.  They recognize and reveal their own struggle to change.  They talk openly about the struggle and encourage others to struggle and win.  They enlist others in helping them change and allow themselves to be coached.

LEADERS MASTER THE PRINCIPLES OF LEARNING
Masters demonstrate patience with their followers, but do not sanction incompetence.  They realize that they cannot improve in themselves what they do not see, and they depend on others to help them see it.  They provide this service to their followers by giving them direct, clear, supportive, and honest feedback.  They all share responsibility with their follower for understanding and learning to function in the new paradigm.  

To the leader, there are no problem people. There are teams with problems and people with problems.  Leaders build an open environment which supports both the team and the individual to resolve their problems if they choose to do so.  When they choose not to solve the problems, the leaders allow them to face the consequences of such decisions.  They do not solve the problems for them and they do not overlook the problems.  

SUMMARY POINTS IN LEADING LEARNING
Leading Learning is:

There are no final answers.





All solutions are provisional.





That worked well — how can we do better?





That failed, how can we repair the damage and move on?





That was a great mistake!!  We sure learned a lot from it.





Let’s try it together?



We will win in the long haul, if we continue to try and change.





Green and growing.  Vital and changing.
Leading Learning is not:
I’ve got it!!!





When will they get it?





We had it, how did we loose it?





You try it.





If you succeed — we will share the glory; if you fail — you are accountable.


Ripe and Rotting.  Stale and stalled.
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